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City of Oakland 
Mayor's Commission on Persons with Disabilities (MCPD) 

Monday, January 29, 2018 

Minutes 

I. Call to Order at 5:33p.m. 

II. Roll Call 

• 9 Commissioners present: Contreras, Garner, Gregory, 
Harrington, Hong, Meshack, Sperling, Wright, Young 

III. Public Comments 

• Allie Cannington introduced herself as being active in the 
Disability Rights and Independent Living Movement on 
the local and national levels. Most of her work has been in 
San Francisco around LGBT youth with disabilities. She 
now wants to do more work in Oakland, where she lives. 

IV. Agenda Modification and Approval 

• Motion to approve Agenda: Commissioner Harrington  
Seconded by Commissioner Gregory 
Aye: 9 – Contreras, Garner, Gregory, Harrington, Hong, 
Meshack, Sperling, Wright, Young 
Motion passed. 

V. Approval of December 18, 2017 Minutes 

o Motion to approve Agenda: Commissioner Harrington  
Seconded by Commissioner Garner 
Aye: 9 – Contreras, Garner, Gregory, Harrington, Hong, 
Meshack, Sperling, Wright, Young 
Motion passed. 
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VI. Chair Report; Frank Sperling, Chair 

• A new commissioner will be at next meeting.  City 
Council approved Karina Ryan’s appointment. She awaits 
swearing in.  We will then have the full 11 commissioners. 

• Chair Sperling attended a follow up meeting of the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission - Technical 
Advisory Committee regarding accessible bikes as a 
component of Bike Share.  The City of Oakland will send 
a letter to the Department of Justice asking for their 
opinion on requirements in providing accessible cycling. 

• This past weekend, Chair Sperling attended the grand 
opening of the Lamorinda All-access Playground in 
Moraga, which cost over $600,000.  Since MCPD 
approved funds last year for several accessible Oakland 
playgrounds, he encouraged Commissioners to visit the 
Lamorinda All-access Playground, which sets a high bar 
to keep in mind when additional funding is available for 
accessible playgrounds in Oakland. 

VII. Commissioner’s Announcements 

• Commissioner Gregory announced that the State 
Independent Living Council (SILC) is launching a semi-
monthly peer support group for young adults, age 18 to 24, 
who identify as LGBTQ.  SILC needs a facilitator who 
identifies both as a person with a disability and LGBTQ. 

• Commissioner Gregory stated that the severe shortage of 
In Home Support Services (IHSS) workers led Center for 
Independent Living (CIL) to team up with stakeholders to 
incentivize more people to get into this line of work. 

o Data shows that many IHSS workers want to become 
nurses or physician’s assistants. With a proposed 
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incentive program, someone who delivers X number 
of hours a year as an IHSS worker could earn a 
credit of Y dollars toward tuition at nursing school. 

o The stakeholder team has shared this idea of a “GI 
Bill for Caregivers” with several state legislators and 
continue to brainstorm a funding source, e.g. tax on 
recreational marijuana.  In the meantime, there is a 
small-scale pilot program at Samuel Merritt College 
for their physician's assistants program. 

VIII. Annual Election of MCPD Officers (Chair and Vice Chair); 
Anh Nguyen, ADA Programs Division Manager, and Hoang 
Banh, ADA Program Analyst 

• Nominations for Chair were as follows: 
o Commissioners Gregory and Harrington nominated 

Chair Sperling. He prefers the Chair to rotate, so he 
will accept only if there are no other nominees. 

o Commissioner Meshack nominated Commissioner 
Contreras, who declined. 

o Voice vote for Chair Sperling was unanimous. 

• Nominations for Vice Chair were as follows: 

o Commissioner Gregory nominated Commissioner 
Harrington, who accepted. 

o Commissioner Meshack nominated Commissioner 
Wright, who declined. 

o Commissioner Contreras nominated Commissioner 
Meshack, who declined. 

o Commissioner Wright nominated Commissioner 
Garner, who accepted. 
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o Voice vote for Co-Vice Chairs Garner and 
Harrington was unanimous. 

• Chair and Co-Vice Chairs start their roles immediately. 

IX. Ad Hoc Committee Reports 

A. Community Outreach; Commissioner Wright 

• Commissioner Wright stated that she spoke with 
residents from Districts One, Two, Four, and Seven.  
Residents who said they regularly attend City Council 
District town hall meetings have not heard of MCPD. 

o Commissioner Hong then emailed MCPD meeting 
information to all City Council members. 

o Commissioner Wright also suggested requesting 
10 minutes to present at future town halls.  The ad 
hoc committee needs to meet and further discuss 
what they would present. 

• Commissioner Wright proposed sharing about the 
MCPD on a 15-minute time segment of the program 
“East Bay People” hosted by Claudine Wong. 

o Commissioners agreed to hold off until there is a 
compelling story to share. 

• Commissioner Wright proposed that MCPD have 
posters on AC Transit and BART. 

o Commissioner Garner stated that she recently 
applied to be on the AC Transit Accessibility 
Advisory Committee and will try to request 
MCPD for future agenda. 

o Staff will look for existing outreach documents. 



 5  
 

• Finally, Commissioner Wright will speak about MCPD 
at the next Ministerial Alliance. 

o Staff will look for existing MCPD outreach 
documents for the committee to update. 

B. Homelessness; Commissioner van Docto  

• To be rescheduled. 

C. Strategic Planning Retreat Follow-up; Chair Sperling 

• Chair Sperling presented the first draft MCPD Strategic 
Plan for 2018, to be finalized over the next few months. 

o The ad hoc committee will spell out all acronyms 
in future drafts, including Objective 1.5 regarding 
TNCs: Transportation Network Companies, such 
as Uber and Lyft, as well as taxis. 

o Objective 1.6 will be added: MCPD will continue 
to monitor and provide input into Oakland’s 
“Complete Streets” Program. 

X. Oakland Department of Transportation (OakDOT) Update on 
Telegraph Avenue Bikeway / Complete Streets Project; 
Sarah Fine, Senior Transportation Planner, and Nick 
Cartagena, Civil Engineer, OakDOT, Great Streets Division 

• Sarah Fine introduced herself and Nick Cartagena as the 
current project managers for the Telegraph Avenue 
Complete Streets project. 

o The first phase of the project on the street right now 
on Telegraph, between 20th and 29th Streets, was 
part of a plan City Council adopted in 2014. 

o In 2016, the first phase was implemented with paint 
only, reducing travel lanes from four total to one in 
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each direction with a center turn lane.  Pedestrian 
crossing distance went from 70 feet to about 35 feet, 
making it shorter, safer, and faster to cross the street. 

o A separated, or protected, bikeway was added, which 
separated bicycles from moving vehicles with a 
painted buffer and parked cars. 

o Ms. Fine stated she is also project manager for the 
city-wide bike plan, which is being updated. 

 They organized a community advisory 
group and want to invite interested MCPD 
commissioners to enhance communication 
between MCPD and the Bicyclist and 
Pedestrian Advisory Commission (BPAC). 

 The BPAC subcommittee serving on that 
advisory group has only met once.  
Information about the bike plan can be 
found at www.letsbikeoakland.com, where 
people can also sign up for email updates. 

• Mr. Cartagena stated that the second phase will 
include designing permanent improvements such as 
concrete islands, raised curbs, and signals. 

o The road diet will extend from 29th Street north 
to 41st or 45th Street with more traditional 
buffered bike lanes, so there will be no floating 
parking.  It will reduce four travel lanes, two in 
each direction, to one in each direction with a 
center turn lane. 

o Design will start early 2018.  Construction is 
expected to start late 2019 or early 2020.  

http://www.letsbikeoakland.com/
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• Anh displayed images of the Telegraph Ave 
protected bike lane and bus islands design for the 
Commissioners and member of the public to see the 
configuration. 

• Commissioner Contreras stated the following: 

o It is difficult parking her van, equipped with a 
lift, on Telegraph Avenue or when she takes 
paratransit.  There is not enough space to roll 
out the vehicle, and the lift blocks the bicycle 
lane, creating a danger for bicyclists. 

o Additionally, she stated that a friend of hers, 
who is blind and has a baby, fears being struck 
by a bicyclist when exiting her parked car. 

o Commissioner Contreras proposed blue zones 
on corners.  Moreover, the sidewalks along 
those blue zones need to be clear of trash cans, 
trees, or other barriers for ramps. She offered 
either project manager ride along in her van. 

• Commissioner Meshack added the following: 

o There should be designated areas for accessible 
vans only, not handicapped placards. 

o Moreover, garbage cans, trees, planters, and 
other obstructions also make it difficult for 
wheelchair users to exit buses. 

 When Ms. Fine inquired about locations 
along AC Transit routes where 
Commissioners experience ramps not 
being able to deploy because of sidewalk 
obstructions, Commissioner Meshack 
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stated that around 14th and Broadway, 
there are many obstructions. 

• Commissioner Contreras added that bike racks also 
limit space.  A bike rack was installed outside of her 
office (Fruitvale Ave. at Foothill Blvd.) without any 
notice. Chair Sperling said this also occurred in 
Montclair. 

o Ms. Fine stated that bike racks are often 
required for a new development or a new use 
of an existing building.  Often, if the sidewalk 
is not wide enough, bike racks can be requested 
in the parking lane for a bike corral.  On-street 
bike parking is required of the project - a 
certain number of spaces depending on the size 
of the site.  The plans are reviewed and 
permitted, so the conflict with disabled parking 
needs to be fleshed out. 

• Ms. Fine then asked for suggestions on making bus 
islands more accessible and building in space for the 
hectic nature of traffic. 

o Commissioner Meshack added AC Transit 
drivers rotate almost every six months.  They 
constantly must familiarize themselves with 
new projects and learn to work around 
obstacles.  Passengers must also work around 
these obstacles, and unfortunately, he has been 
passed up by bus drivers who did not see him 
when he distanced himself from an obstacle. 

• Commissioner Gregory asked for clarification on the 
definition of a road diet. 
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o Mr. Cartagena stated that, in general, a road 
diet means going from four lanes total to one in 
each direction with a center turn lane.  They are 
typically done in concert with other multimodal 
transportation, whether widening the sidewalk 
out, adding a bike lane of any type, or changing 
parking configuration.  

• Commissioner Gregory asked if the bike lane and 
parking lane can be switched on Telegraph Avenue. 

o Ms. Fine stated that the separated bike lanes 
can be configured in multiple ways.  The 
configuration currently on Telegraph is just one 
example.  There are configurations without a 
parking lane next to the bike lane.  There can 
be another kind of separation such as pylons. 

• Chair Sperling expressed that floating parking makes 
it difficult to unload a passenger with a disability, 
whether the person is blind, has another physical 
disability, or has a less visible disability.  It creates a 
pedestrian-bicycle hazard.  Also, once, when he was 
driving on Telegraph Avenue, the floating parking 
blocked his view of a wheelchair user. Fortunately, 
he reacted in time.  He has also seen cars make right 
turns into bike lanes. 

• Chair Sperling finds it illogical to permit bicycle 
racks at the curb, as well as permanent garbage cans.  
Parking meters are also obstructions.  He stated that 
persons with disabilities are a protected class.  
Bicyclists are not a protected class.  The Telegraph 
Avenue project is protecting bicyclists and 
unprotecting persons with disabilities.  The concept 
of protecting bicyclists is great.  He would bike more 
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if he had protected lanes, but he would give that up if 
it continued to disable the disabled. 

• As a wheelchair user, Commissioner Meshack has 
experienced being on the edge of the floating 
parking on Telegraph Avenue.  He suggests 
removing a portion of the floating parking to 
increase visibility for those crossing the street. 

• Commissioners Contreras, Meshack, and Sperling all 
raised the need for accessible access to/from floating 
parking spots and mid-block curb ramps to access 
the sidewalk. 

• The first public comment came from Dave 
Campbell, Advocacy Director with Bike East Bay 
and board member of Walk Oakland Bike Oakland. 

o He advocated for the Telegraph Avenue project 
and would be happy to meet with any 
Commissioner to share history and visit or ride 
in an accessible van with them along Telegraph 
Avenue to look at all the issues from their 
perspectives. He also expressed immense 
appreciation for Anh Nguyen, ADA Programs 
Division Manager, for conducting a joint site 
with him last week to start looking at 
Telegraph Avenue from a different perspective. 

o Mr. Campbell recommended seeing protected 
facilities in Alameda, Berkeley, or Albany that 
are different in design but raise some similar 
issues.  The more feedback they give to those 
cities and with Oakland, the better future 
facilities will be, as all cities continue to learn 
from each other, especially from cities around 



 11  
 

the country that built protected facilities long 
before the East Bay did. 

 Commissioner Contreras offered to give 
Mr. Campbell a ride in her accessible 
van, which he accepted. 

o Commissioner Gregory asked Mr. Campbell 
how bicyclists feel about the road diet and 
protected bikeway on Telegraph Avenue 
between 20th and 29th Streets, including 
whether they are concerned about being cut off 
by a driver turning right. 

 Mr. Campbell stated bicyclists want some 
protection, whether it is parking or 
something else.  Certainly, not all 
bicyclists prefer the configuration on 
Telegraph Avenue.  However, for every 
Bike East Bay member who disapproves, 
two or three members thank him.  
Furthermore, OakDOT staff have 
collected data on the project.  

o Commissioner Gregory asked whether 
switching the bike lane and parking would be 
acceptable to the biking community. 

 Mr. Campbell stated that Bike East Bay 
raised that very question during a 
community design meeting. The desire 
from experienced bicyclists was to 
increase the percentage of less 
experienced people biking.  Thus, they 
prefer protected facilities. 
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o Commissioner Harrington stated that as a 
bicyclist, he definitely prefers a buffer.  As a 
commissioner, he is inclined to think that there 
is a technical solution for the accessibility 
issues raised. 

• Jessica Lehman introduced herself as a North 
Oakland resident and as Executive Director of Senior 
and Disability Action in San Francisco.  She 
frequents the Telegraph Avenue project area, and 
since the new configuration, she has gone less often 
because it has become more difficult. 

o Ms. Lehman has an accessible van and 
reiterated the concern of being unable to 
deploy her ramp without blocking the bike 
lane.  Also, when backing out of her van, she 
cannot see if a bike is coming. 

o In terms of designated accessible spaces, Ms. 
Lehman expressed the need for more blue 
zones.  However, so many people use disabled 
placards that blue zones fill up, and she ends up 
parking more often in a non-blue space.  A 
solution is needed that does not just count on 
persons with disabilities parking in blue zones, 
but allow accessibility access to non-blue zone 
parking. 

o In San Francisco, Ms. Lehman is part of a 
senior and disability working group that looks 
at pedestrian safety and transit issues to discuss 
ways to make roads safer for everyone.  They 
are doing a design workshop with disability 
advocates, bicycling advocates, and agencies 
within the City of San Francisco to bring 
everyone together to keep working towards 
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more innovative ideas.  She recommends 
Oakland do the same. 

o Ms. Callington said she does not drive but echoes 
the concerns of Ms. Lehman.  People with 
disabilities use all types of vehicles, including 
bicycles.  Perspectives of people with disabilities 
must be at the center of any type of design. 

• Commissioner Meshack raised the issue of disabled 
placard abuse and that anyone not using an 
accessible van should get a parking ticket.  

o Chair Sperling reinforced Objective 1.2 in the 
strategic plan this year: MCPD will work 
toward maintaining/advancing the availability/ 
accessibility of Oakland's stock of disabled 
parking spaces and will examine/address the 
abuse of disabled parking placards in Oakland. 

• Commissioner Harrington inquired about how to 
report issues along the Telegraph Avenue project 
corridor. 

o Ms. Fine recommended using SeeClickFix 
for most issues.  For more urgent issues, she 
and Mr. Cartagena can be reached at 
sfine@oaklandnet.com and 
ncartagena@oaklandnet.com.  Mr. Nguyen 
asked that the project managers copy ADA 
Programs Division staff in emails when 
responding to the public. 

• Mr. Nguyen showed a rendering of a proposed 
bus island for Telegraph Avenue for 
commissioners to comment. 

mailto:sfine@oaklandnet.com
mailto:ncartagena@oaklandnet.com
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o Commissioners Wright, Contreras, and 
Garner expressed concerns about different 
lengths of buses, accommodating 
wheelchairs and strollers, providing benches 
for seniors and others who cannot stand for 
long, and traffic back up. 

o Ms. Fine explained that the rendering shows 
what will be implemented right now on 
Telegraph Avenue at 24th and 27th Streets. 

 The bus island will provide dedicated 
space to deploy a ramp, so passengers 
are not impeded by sidewalk 
obstructions.  There is also, basically, a 
little bridge for passengers to reach the 
curb. 

 Indeed, drivers could be queuing 
behind the bus, but they would be 
queuing if they were waiting for 
someone to cross the street. 

 In the meantime, the bus does not have 
to pull all the way to the curb and then 
pull all the way out into the street.  
This should help reduce bus delay by 
allowing the bus to get a head start.   

• Chair Sperling asked that Ms. Fine and Mr. 
Cartagena include the MCPD in their 
communication plan for updates.  Commissioner 
Gregory specified that the MCPD needs updates 
on any project that relocates accessible parking. 

• Due to continued concerns, Chair Sperling 
proposed the MCPD send a letter, through the 
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chair, to the new OakDOT Director about the 
Telegraph Avenue Complete Streets Project. 

o Motion to send letter: Commissioner Wright 

Seconded by Commissioner Meshack 
Aye: 9 – Contreras, Garner, Gregory, 
Harrington, Hong, Meshack, Sperling, 
Wright, Young 
Motion passed. 

• Ms. Fine reminded the MCPD about the invitation 
to the Advisory Committee that will meet three 
times a year to provide feedback for the update to 
the Bicycle Master Plan.  Commissioners Garner 
and Meshack volunteered. 

XI. Future Agenda Items 

A. OakDOT Update on Pedestrian Master Plan 

B. OakDOT Update on Bicycle Master Plan 

C. OakDOT Parking and Mobility Programs Update on 
Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles in the Taxi Program 

D. OakDOT Parking and Mobility Programs Update on 
Accessibility in the Bikeshare Program 

E. OakDOT Update on Curb Ramp and Sidewalk Repair 
Programs 

F. Joint AC Transit Accessibility Advisory Committee and 
MCPD Update 

G. City Administrator’s Office Update on Project 
Implementation 
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H. Oakland Fire Department, Emergency Management 
Services Division Overview of Methods for Addressing 
Access and Functional Needs During an Emergency 

I. Planning and Building Department Update on the 
Planning Division 

J. Oakland Police Department Update on Crisis Intervention 
Training (CIT) 

K. Housing and Community Development Update on Home 
Modification Funding 

L. Infrastructure Bond Implementation FY 2017-19 

XII. Adjournment at 7:56 p.m. 
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